thing is this. The rising will begin just before dawn on
the morning after the meeting; not to-morrow, not the
day after, but the morning after that. The gates will be
seized; the rebels will march in from the north, ride in
from the west; the boom will be lifted and all the
important points taken before day has fully dawned.
The Palace will be stormed. The workmen who are
renewing the buttresses on Constantine's tower will
leave ladders for that/*

They were in the little sitting-room, lit by one candle.
"You are my brave girl," Theodora said. "Thank God
he saw that he could trust you. You know that you hold
the safety of the Empire in your brave head."

aLady," Kallianassa said, "what I tell you will not
harm the speaker? He told me these things upon my
gold cross."

Theodora stroked Kallianassa's hair, which was
lustrous, very thick and of the darkest brown, "Friend,"
she said, "he risked his life to tell it. If he saves us all*
be sure we shall be glad and grateful."

"Lady," Kallianassa said, "he is a great speaker. Great
power has been given him by God. What he told me
with his very life is a sacred thing.'7

Theodora saw that Kallianassa had been swept off her
feet by the speaker; she was not surprised. Theophanes
could sweep most people anywhere for a time.

"Friend," she said, "will you come back with me to
the Palace? This news must be told at once. And know
that all that I can do for his and your safety shall be
done. Will you put on your shoes? If we take sticks
the dogs won't attack us, and probably all the bad men
are in bed by this time."

*Tfl see that no one lays a hand on you, my Queen,**
Kallianassa said. "No dog nor man shall touch you;

237